URBAN ENVIRONMENTS 07

Natural Resources 494 (section 04): 4 credit independent study 
A service-learning course in conjunction with NYC Alternative Spring Break

Instructor: Keith G. Tidball (kgt2)
Undergraduate Leader: Tony Marks-Block
Alternative Spring Break Trip Leaders: Tony Marks-Block, Keith G. Tidball
COURSE SUMMARY

The “Urban Environments” independent study/seminar course focuses on examples of how cities shape their environment, how the urban environment affects those living in it, and how people in cities have created initiatives that improve both the urban environment and their quality of life. We will look at five examples of initiatives to improve or understand Urban Environments, including: (1) urban horticulture and community gardening, and greening (2) urban forestry, (3) urban wildlife, (4) urban fisheries and (5) green architecture and landscaping. 

Three themes are intertwined throughout the five examples: urban environmental education, community greening, and urban development. These three themes encompass issues such as environmental policy, environmental justice, and sustainable development, among others. The course highlight is a one week trip to New York City to investigate these themes and get involved in community action and public service related to urban natural resources.

COURSE STRUCTURE

The course will meet once-weekly. On Tuesdays, we will meet from 4:30–6:00 pm in

Room 212 of Fernow Hall. Because of the course affiliation with Alternative Spring Breaks, you will also be expected to attend weekly meetings to prepare for the week long trip to NYC.  Finally, while in NYC over Spring Break, you will “work” from 9:00 am until 4:00 PM for the week.
MATERIALS

Nature and the City- book

Desfor & Keil

Hardcover: 274 pages.

Publisher: University of Arizona Press (September 2004) 

ISBN-10: 0816523738 

City Bountiful - book
Lawson
Paperback: 382 pages.

Publisher: University of California Press; 1 edition (May 30, 2005) 

ISBN-10: 0520243439 
EVALUATION

Grading—Credit/No Credit Only

Class attendance/participation/demonstration of critical thinking in regard to readings, integrating readings with your own observations prior to or during course: 30%

Participation in ASB/demonstration of active interest and thoughtful questioning related to what you are observing; demonstration of willingness to be helpful at field site and in regard to the overall group of Cornell students (contribution to making this a positive experience for all), reflections on ASB: 30%

Final Paper: 40%

QUESTIONS
What is “Urban?”

What is meant by “Urban Environment?”

Who shapes the “Urban Environment?”

Why should we care about the "Urban Environment?"

What are the roles of education and community in appreciating and conserving the “Urban Environment?”
ALTERNATIVE SPRING BREAK
The Cornell Public Service Center (PSC) Alternative Breaks Program sends group of student volunteers to participate in an alcohol and drug-free, community-based service trips during their spring and winter breaks. 

    The mission of the Alternative Breaks program is to promote service-learning through direct public service with regional, national and international communities to heighten social awareness, enhance personal growth and advocate lifelong social action. 

    The program is intended to provide students with an opportunity to engage in reciprocal service-learning in communities with whom they otherwise may have had little or no direct contact with, and to learn about a variety of social issues, such as urban and rural poverty, racism, hunger, homelessness, the environment, domestic violence and juvenile delinquency. Students are immersed in culturally enriching experiences that challenge them to think critically about the social and environmental issues that shape our society. 

    The program has grown from one trip of 13 students who worked in Welch, West Virginia in 1989 to twelve national and international trips in 2002, with approximately 100 students in the program. The program's growth is attributed to several factors: 

· The program creates and supports opportunities beyond the classroom to enhance the students' academic programs. 

· It provides opportunities for students, faculty and staff to participate together in research, public service and extracurricular activities. 

· It also underscores the responsibility of students to avail themselves of all learning opportunities in the classroom and beyond, on campus and within larger global communities. 

· The Cornell Public Service Center is poised to provide leadership to the university in this area. The Center has built a reputation with faculty, staff and students as a department committed to service-learning and social responsibility. In addition, we have built relationships with non-profit organizations nationally and internationally, allowing us to offer a broad range of service-learning opportunities.
COURSE BACKGROUND
While cities are often thought of as “bad for the environment,” in many ways, concentrating large numbers of people is positive. Land use and energy consumption per person are lower, while waste treatment systems benefit from economies of scale. Public transportation systems may reduce use of individual vehicles. 

Cities are not, on the other hand, always a positive experience for those living in them – urban dwellers suffer from air and noise pollution as well as lack of access to open space and fresh food. Urban dwellers often live in neighborhoods with high crime rates and poor schools.

Regardless of their benefits and problems, cities are undeniably a major factor in the environment and in the world as a whole – almost 50 % of the world’s population lives in them. In the US, nearly 80% of the population lives in cities. The percentage of urban dwellers is growing much faster than the population. As people migrate to cities, urban areas become centers for ethnic diversity, incorporating cultures from within their own country and from foreign nations.

The “Urban Environments” independent study/seminar course focuses on examples of how cities shape their environment, how the urban environment affects those living in it, and how people in cities have created initiatives that improve both the urban environment and their quality of life. We will look at five examples of initiatives to improve or understand Urban Environments, including: (1) urban horticulture and community gardening, and greening (2) urban forestry and silviculture, (3) urban wildlife, (4) urban fisheries and (5) green architecture and landscaping. 
Three themes are intertwined throughout the five examples: urban environmental education, community greening, and urban development. These three themes encompass issues such as environmental policy, environmental justice, and sustainable development, among others. The course highlight is a one week trip to New York City to investigate these themes and get involved in community action and public service related to urban natural resources.
URBAN QUOTES TO PONDER
“The ancient city was primarily a fortress, a place of refuge in time of war.  The modern city, on the contrary, is primarily a convenience of commerce, and owes its existence to the market place around which it sprang up.  Industrial competition and the division of labor, which have probably done most to develop the latent powers of mankind, are possible only upon condition of the existence of markets, of money, and other devices for the facilitation of trade and commerce.”  Park, Robert E.  1925.  “The City:  Suggestions for the Investigation of Human Behavior in the Urban Environment.”  In Park, Robert E., Ernest W. Burgess, and Roderick D. McKenzie, eds., The City.  Chicago:  University of Chicago Press, 12.

“The city of everyday life survives.  It survives because life reproduces the city even under the most difficult and harsh conditions.  But the fact remains that power can be effectively countered only with power, and the power of civil society becomes actual only through organized resistance to the power brokers of the city.”  Friedmann, John.  2002.  “The City of Everyday Life,” in The Prospect of Cities.  Minneapolis:  University of Minnesota Press, 101-102.

“...anyone with notions of ‘cleaning up’ the area has met, in the financiers of the street’s drug market, a powerful equal:  an economic mirror that is entrenched, liquid, and largely immune to economic vagaries.  The globalization of capital hasn’t just benefited the corporate industries bankrolling civic redevelopment and real estate speculation.  The success of the Hastings drug market is because of outsourced labour, diversified supply bases, and a growing, hungry market looking to buy a cut-rate product.  The Hells Angels have learned every lesson from their Downtown corporate cousins, and are as mercenary, globalized, and ruthlessly expansionist.”  Shier, Reid.  2002.  “Introduction.”  In Shier, Reid, and Stan Douglas, Every Building on 100 West Hastings.  Vancouver:  Contemporary Art Gallery/Arsenal Pulp Press, 16.

“The city, for the first time in its long history, is destructible.  A single flight of planes no bigger than a wedge of geese can quickly end this island fantasy, burn the towers, crumble the bridges, turn the underground passages into lethal chambers, cremate the millions.  The intimation of mortality is part of New York now; in the sounds of jets overhead, in the black headlines of the latest editions.”  White, E.B.  1949.  Here is New York.  New York:  Harper and Row.

“With a heavy dose of fear and violence, and a lot of money for projects, I think we can convince these people that we are here to help them.”  Colonel Nathan Sassaman, battalion commander supervising the circling of the entire village of Abu Hisma, Iraq, in barbed wire.  Filkins, Dexter.  2003.  “Tough New Tactics by U.S.  Tighten Grips on Iraqi Towns.”  New York Times, December 7, A1, A13.

“This is not just a building.  This is a symbol of New York.  This is a symbol of America.  This is a symbol of Freedom.”  New York Governor George E. Pataki, on the unveiling of the plans for the Freedom Tower to be build on the World Trade Center site.  Dunlap, David W.  2003.  “1,776-Foot Design is Unveiled for World Trade Center Tower.”  New York Times, December 20, A1, A16.
SYLLABUS
1/23-First Meeting
Introduction 

Syllabus, expectations for the class (attendance, participation, etc), introductions
Assignment 1. Introductions and Course goals

I have several goals for the class related to my interests in community greening as a response to conflict or disaster and for building urban community resilience.  What are your goals?

Instructions

Please list on a piece of paper that you can hand to the instructors at the end of class up to 5 goals you have for your own learning in the class and during the NYC trip. Also, write down your favorite cartoon character.  Be prepared to share your goals with other students and the instructors during class
Assignment 2. Defending urban green space

City dwellers sometimes exhibit intense protective behaviors and mount fierce defenses of their hard-to-come-by urban green spaces and natural environments, including those living things within them. For the first meeting of Urban Environments, we explore a few recent examples of urbanites struggling to resist forces of development and other pressures to ensure the presence of nature in the city. We might ask questions about what the underlying issues are in these cases, what forces are in tension with one another, and what role “community” played in the resolution of these cases. 

Instructions

For the four cases, go to the links and listen to the NPR stories. Feel free to explore related stories. Be prepared to discuss in class.  POST YOUR REFLECTIONS ON THE COURSE BLOG BEFORE NEXT CLASS.

http://cornellnr-ue-07.blogspot.com/
Case 1. Hawks in the City

First:  http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=4213496
Second: http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=4229953
Third:  http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=4244320
Case 2. Machetes and Marigolds

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=1393857
Case 3. Guerrilla Gardeners and London
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=5404229
Case 4.  Defiant Gardens

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=5435131
1/30 Second Meeting
Introduction to urban environmental notions

Opening discussions about participant backgrounds, interests, NYC trip, and the assigned readings.

Assignment:  (1) Locate three definitions of urban from any source, and create a Power Point slide (1 page or slide) critiquing these definitions, explaining why you like or dislike them, etc.  You will share your slides with the class, and post your definitions on the class blog.  (2) Read introduction “Garden Patches in American Cities” pgs 1-14, in Lawson. (3) Read chapters 1 & 2 (pgs 3- 52) in Desfor & Keil.
2/6 Third Meeting
What is Urban ? 

Discussion-with reporter (TBA)
Presentation of Power Point slides on Urban definitions.
Assignments:  (1) Read below chapter, on reserve at Mann Library :
“Doing it Right From The Start: Successful Urban Plant Establishment” from Trees in the Urban Landscape: Site Assessment, Design, and Installation by Peter Trowbridge and Nina Basuk, 2004.

(2) Read Gardening’s Socioeconomic Impacts http://www.joe.org/joe/1991winter/a1.html
Post your comments and observations from the readings on the course blog.

**2/11  ASB Informational Meeting 5-6:30 PM**
2/13 Fourth Meeting
What is meant by “Urban Environment” I 
Urban Horticulture & Urban Forestry,
Guest lecture by Dr. Nina Basuk, Director of Cornell’s Urban Horticulture Institute
Assignments: (1) review these documents and critique them on the blog by 2/20. 

Benefits of Urban Trees http://www.sci-links.com/files/Benefits_of_Urban_Trees.pdf
Trees as Capital Assets http://www.sci-links.com/files/Trees_as_Capital_Assets.pdf
(2) explore these websites and be prepared to discuss in class on 2/20
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/nature/wildside/
http://urbanneighbos.nypl.org/home.html
http://www.gothramfishtales.com/home.htm
2/20 Fifth Meeting
What is meant by “Urban Environment?” II

Urban Wildlife & Fisheries
Watch Gotham Fish Tales and/or Urban Goose Management videos.

Discussion-with reporter (TBA)
Possible guest lecture-Tony Marks-Block
Assignments: (1) review these sites, comment on them on the class blog, and be prepared to discuss in class next week.

http://www.cfr.washington.edu/research.envmind/UF/PsychBens-FS1.pdf
http://www.herl.uiuc.edu/
http://www.cfr.washington.edu/research.envmind/CivicEco/Youth_Benefits_Intro.pdf
(2) Read Lawson, pgs 17-22, 113-115, & 205- 211.
2/27 Sixth Meeting
Why should we care about the “Urban Environment?” 
Discussion-with reporter (TBA)
Assignments:

(1) Lawson, pgs 213-237.

(2)  read  “Managing Social Transformations in Cities: A Challenge to Social Sciences”
by Céline Sachs-Jeantet  http://www.unesco.org/most/sachsen.htm
(3) Pick one of the above articles and create a one slide presentation in Powerpoint

3/06 Seventh Meeting
What are the roles of education and community in appreciating and conserving the “Urban Environment?” 
Civic Ecology-Guest lecture: Dr. Krasny

Discussion-with reporter (TBA)

 Assignments:
 (1)Research question for paper/project due to Tidball by 3/13.

(2) For next week review and post reflections to blog:

http://www.greenmap.com/modern/grnyc.html
http://www.npr.org/programs/specials/architecture/000909.html
Sustainable Urban Ecosystems (see http://urban.ucdavis.edu/sue.htm)
http://www.thesolaire.com/
**3/11 ASB Informational Meeting 5-6:30 pm**
3/13  Eighth Meeting
Who shapes the “Urban Environment?” Green Designers, Community Greeners, Architects, Landscapers, and Planners
Possible Guest Lecture-TBD
ASSIGNMENTS 1.) Garden Mosaics database familiarization. You will be asked to choose a community garden in New York City, visit it, and conduct either the Gardener’s Story or Garden Hike activity, which will be entered into a GM database later. More details to follow. 2.) Lawson pgs 238-263. Assignments to be completed before ASB trip.
Alternative Spring Break Preliminary Agenda 3/18-25, 2007
(Sunday-Friday—Friday evening return to Ithaca)—Tidball, Tony Marks-Block
Sunday 18th 

Travel to NYC Anabel Taylor at 11:30am on Sunday
Monday 19th 

Urban Community Gardening 

AM   Green Thumb NYC 10:00 -12:00

PM    Green Thumb gardens  

Tuesday 20th 
Urban Public Horticulture and Wildlife

AM Central Park Conservancy 10-1pm
PM Central Park- Red tail hawk nest observation and wildlife rapid assessment/Celebrate Urban Birds

Resources http://content.ornith.cornell.edu/UEWebApp/data/bin/ubs_BIHHabitatEN.pdf
Contacts
Central Park Conservancy Daniel Ransom-212-360-2764

Wednesday 21st 
Urban Forestry 

AM  Trees NY   9:30 – 11:00
PM  NYC 9-11 Memorial Trees clean-up and maintenance/ Green Thumb Gardens
Thursday 22nd   
Environmental Justice

AM El Puente, CHE Institute 

        Resources   http://elpuente.us/che/index.htm
PM Green Thumb Gardens
Friday 23rd 
Green Design

AM Solaire Building Tour
        Irish Potato Famine Memorial

        Ground Zero, WTC 
PM Living Memorials-Urban Forestry USDA/Battery City Park
Apprx. 6pm travel to Ithaca

3/27 Ninth Meeting
Reflection on spring break trip 
Come to class prepared to discuss both the morning informational service learning sessions among organizations and the hands on Green Thumb experience.  Also, submissions to Garden Mosaics databases are due.
Assignments: TBD
4/3 Tenth Meeting
Urban Greening and Environmental Justice
Students present ideas for final paper/poster, discussion of ideas 
Discussion of urban greening and environmental justice.

Assignments: Read 1.) Saldivar-Tanaka, L and ME Krasny. 2004. The role of NYC Latino community gardens in community development, open space, and civic agriculture. Agriculture and Human Values 21:399-412.  2.) Review American Community Greening Review (On reserve), in its entirety, pick one article to read carefully and post your comments and impressions to the blog. 3.) Turn in one page abstract of research paper/poster.
4/10 Eleventh Meeting
Is there “community” in the Urban Environment? 
Explores the idea of a Community Greening movement…what it is, what it hopes to accomplish, what challenges it faces, and what its prospects for success look like.

Assignments:  1) read and/or review the following and post comments on the course blog 
Lawson pgs. 287-382.

http://www.dnr.cornell.edu/mek2/file/Tidball_Krasny_Urban_Resilience.pdf 
http://www.sci-links.com/files/HEALING_THROUGH_THE_GARDEN.mht!HEALINGTHROUGHTHEGARDEN_files/frame.htm
http://www.fs.fed.us/na/durham/living_memorials/about/ppt/impactsppt_files/frame.htm
4/17 Twelfth Meeting
Urban Community Greening in the Big Picture

Public Service and Urban Community Greening Research topics 
Present 3 minute “abstracts” of what your paper/poster will be. This should represent a distillation of a first draft. You should be settled on your topic by now and adding supporting research and literature at this stage.
Assignments: 1)  Pick any two of the articles and presentations at the following URL and post your summary and reflections to the blog
http://www.dnr.cornell.edu/gardenmosaics/pgs/aboutus/aboutus4.htm
4/24 Thirteenth Meeting
Urban Environmental Education  Guest Lecture Dr. M. Krasny
5/1 Fourteenth Meeting

Course Wrap-up
5/17  6:00 PM Final papers/posters due electronically and/or 101A Rice Hall
Grading—Credit/No Credit Only
Class attendance/participation/demonstration of critical thinking in regard to readings, integrating readings with your own observations prior to or during course: 30%

Participation in ASB/demonstration of active interest and thoughtful questioning related to what you are observing; demonstration of willingness to be helpful at field site and in regard to the overall group of Cornell students (contribution to making this a positive experience for all), reflections on ASB: 30%

Final Paper: 40%
Class Participation Instructions

Some students feel more or less comfortable talking in class but all students have important things to share. I encourage each student to contribute during class time, and to respect the contributions of others.

To help me assess what each of you is learning from the readings regardless of how much you participate in class, you are required to complete the following 

WEEKLY ASSIGNMENT. By 4pm each Monday, email to Tidball (kgt2) and post to class blog  3-5 reflections about, or what you learned from, the week’s assigned readings. The reflections should address the course questions (see beginning of this document) and other insights you have. They can be one-several sentences each. Please also bring a copy of your reflections to class to turn in.

ASB Participation Instructions

To be given at later date

Final Paper/Poster Instructions
For papers--6-10 pages single-spaced

In the final paper/poster you will: (1) identify a question of interest to you related to your own learning goals for the class and the course questions (see page 1 of this document), (2) make observations and conduct readings to answer your question, (3) integrate your readings and observations in a discussion, and (4) comment on the quality of the information (data) you used to answer your question, your confidence in your answer, and what new questions your work raises. 

Grading will be based on these four factors, and on overall style/ quality of writing. If you choose a poster project, you must clear your topic with the instructor and follow instructor guidelines.
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