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New Orleans’s 9th ward lacks green space. City officials propose turning a portion of the community into parkland but face severe budgetary constraints. Besides, neighbors fear parks would displace residents and encourage undesirable activity. Further, land designated for parks may ultimately be sold to developers, resulting in gentrification and displacement. 
We argue that greener neighborhoods that are safer and more sustainable. 3 assumptions orient our research and analysis: environmental justice for the 9th ward, a right to return for pre-Katrina neighborhood residents and community participation in rebuilding. Community-led greening can help residents return and build neighborhood resilience.
Community greening means greater livability, improved health and safety for residents, as well as increased commerce and productivity. Urban greening, especially urban gardening, strengthens the food system, develops youth skills, reverses neighborhood blight and protects the local environment. Community gardens can be run according to a variety of organizational models by churches, not-for-profits, parks departments, schools and other groups.
Forestry as part of community planning can also enhance quality of life for urban residents. Forestry does not have to mean large tracts of land, but can include street trees, yards, parks, cemeteries, school grounds, and undeveloped green spaces that provide air and water quality benefits, energy savings, environmental health and quality of life for urban residents. People utilizing green space and shady street trees are more likely to meet and establish bonds with their neighbors, and build a sense of common purpose. When people enjoy spending time in their neighborhoods, they develop pride and a sense of ownership in their communities.
9th Ward rebuilding must also emphasize food security. Locally owned supermarkets can support the economy by providing jobs and connecting with community members. In consumer-owned cooperatives, members and staff share ownership in the store for mutual benefit. Profits return to the cooperative, rather than to individuals. Typical cooperatives commit to promoting environmental sustainability, offering healthy food and active member involvement. Farmers’ markets are another local option for food production and retailing.
Having studied examples from across the United States, our team proposes an urban community land trust first within the 9th ward. Sound neighborhood-building must consider both equity and ecology. We propose a blended land trust model that incorporates perpetually affordable housing with community-controlled green space designed to enhance both food security and disaster resistance. The model blends features of the Trust for Public Land’s (TPL) up-and-coming urban land trust community gardening model and the Institute for Community Economics’ (ICE) thirty-year-old affordable housing community land trust model. 
Neighborhood building means more than rebuilding houses. The 9th ward can build community resilience by integrating ecology, open space and disaster resistance. A sustained effort to green the community with gardens, street trees, civic agriculture and an urban community land trust will produce the long-term benefits which neighborhood residents deserve.
Cultivation of land is an age old means of ensuring the legitimacy of a land claim. Residents of the 9th Ward can only benefit by bolstering their legitimate claims to land in their neighborhoods through community greening. In doing so, residents will quell political and outsider concerns about the wisdom of rebuilding and commitment to the 9th Ward. 
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