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Fayette-Varick Comprehensive Plan Commission
News Release

The Fayette-Varick Comprehensive Plan Commission will hold a public informational meeting at 7:00 p.m. on November 15, 2004 to present the results of the recent Comprehensive Plan survey.  The meeting will be at the new Fayette Fire Hall on Route 414.

The commission mailed surveys to all Fayette and Varick residents and property owners to provide everyone in the community with an opportunity to participate in the planning process.  More than 1,000 people responded.  

The survey was designed to identify issues and concerns of the public, measure public sentiment and identify public preferences.  The survey queried residents about such topics as:  environmental protection, agriculture, housing and neighborhoods, economic development, community services, public utilities, recreation, and land use regulations.  Residents who come to public informational meeting will get answers to the following questions and more.

· Do the survey respondents favor zoning regulations?

· What type of commercial and industrial development did survey respondents say is appropriate in Fayette and Varick and where should businesses be located?

· What do survey respondents think about the appearance of homes and properties in Fayette and Varick?

· Did respondents say they favor the establishment of town-wide property maintenance regulations?

· What characteristics of the community did the survey respondents say they liked most and least?

· Are survey respondents concerned about farms and large open lots being developed for housing?

· What kind of housing did survey respondents say should be built in Fayette and Varick?

Although the community survey gave the public an opportunity to provide input, the Comprehensive Plan Commission will be seeking additional public participation by conducting a series of focus group meetings.  The public is encouraged to attend and participate in the roundtable discussions that will occur at each focus group meeting.  Focus group meetings will be held on such topics as:  

· agricultural preservation and farmland protection

· business and economic development

· lakefront and water quality

· residential development and neighborhoods

· hamlet issues

The schedule for the focus group meetings has not yet been determined.  Residents who want to participate and would like to receive written notice of the focus group meeting schedule should send a letter or e-mail to Stuart Brown Associates, Inc., the consulting firm hired to assist the Comprehensive Plan Commission.  Postal mail or e-mail should be addressed as follows:

	Stuart I. Brown Associates, Inc.

640 Crosskeys Office Park

Fairport, NY 14450

E-mail:  sibrown@frontiernet.net
	
	


The Comprehensive Plans being developed will serve as guides for steering the courses of Fayette and Varick during the next ten to 15 years.  Goals will be identified in the Plans as well as specific actions to be carried out to achieve the goals.  The Plans will be used by the Town Boards to make budgetary decisions affecting the level and quality of the Towns’ services and decisions about capital improvement projects.  The Comprehensive Plans will also be used for establishing land use and other policies.  To be successful, a Comprehensive Plans must reflect the values, thinking and sentiments of residents.  Accordingly, public participation in the upcoming public informational meeting and future focus group meetings is essential.  

Contact:

Keith G. Tidball

Comprehensive Planning Commission Chair

315-568-9710
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